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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information of which they are 
aware that they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect of 
which, there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a thorough search has been made, an admission that the information cited is, or 
is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information exists. Nor 
shall the filing of this information disclosure statement be construed as an admission against 
interest in any manner. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 
and 1.98. The items listed on the accompanying Form PTO-1449 may be deemed to be pertinent 
to the above-identified application and are made of record to assist the Patent and Trademark 
Office in its examination of this application. The Examiner is respectfully requested to fully 
consider the items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 and to independently ascertain 
their teaching. 
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1 . [ ] Applicants respectfully direct the Examiner's attention to the pending U.S. patent 

applications listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. The Examiner is respectfully 
requested to fully consider and independently ascertain the teachings and relevance of 
those applications with respect to the instant application. Applicants would be pleased 
to provide the Examiner with a copy of these applications upon request. 

2. [ ] For each of the items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not in the 

English language, a European Search Report from a counterpart European application is 
enclosed. Such items are marked as reference letter(s): 



3. [ ] For each of the items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not in the 

English language, a concise explanation of the relevance of that item is incorporated in 
the specification of the above-identified application. Such items are marked as reference 
letter(s): _. 

4. [ X ] No fee is believed to be due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) for this Information Disclosure 

Statement since it is being filed in compliance with: 

[X] 37 C.F.R. §1.97(b)(l), within three months of the filing date of the above- 
identified application. 

[ ] 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(2), within three months of the date of entry into the national 
stage as set forth in §1.491. 

[ ] 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(3), before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits. 

5. [ ] No fee is believed to be due under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p) for this Information Disclosure 

Statement since it is being filed in compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(c), after the period 
specified in paragraph 4 above but before the mailing date of a final action or a Notice of 
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Allowance (where there has been no prior final action), and is accompanied by one of 
the certifications pursuant to 37 CF.R. § 1.97(e) set forth in paragraph 9 below. 

6. [ ] A fee is due under 37 CF.R. §1.1 7(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it 

is being filed in compliance with 37 CF.R. §1. 97(c) after the period specified in 
paragraph 4 above but before the mailing date of a final action or a Notice of Allowance 
(where there has been no prior final action). The fee due under 37 CF.R. §1 ,17(p) is to 
be paid as set forth in paragraph 10 below. 

7. [ ] A fee is due under 37 CF.R. §1.17(i)(l) for this Information Disclosure Statement since 

it is being filed in accordance with 37 CF.R. §1 .97(d), after the mailing date of a final 
action or a Notice of Allowance, but before the payment of the issue fee, and is * 
accompanied by: 

a. one of the certifications pursuant to 37 CF.R. §1 .97(e) set forth in paragraph 9 
below; and 

b. this document is to be considered as a petition requesting consideration of the 
information disclosure statement. 

c. the fee due under 37 CF.R. §1.17(i)(l) which is paid as set forth in paragraph 10 
below. 

8. [ ] A fee is due under 37 CF.R. §1.17(i)(l) for this Information Disclosure Statement since 

it is being filed in compliance with: 

[ ] 37 CF.R. § 1 .3 1 3(b)(3), after the issue fee has been paid and information cited in 
this Information Disclosure Statement may render at least one claim unpatentable 
and is accompanied by the attached Petition to Withdraw Application from Issue; 
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[ ] 37 C.F.R. § 1 .3 1 3(b)(5), after the issue fee has been paid and information cited in 
this Information Disclosure Statement is to be considered in a Continuation 
application upon abandonment of the instant application and is accompanied by the 
attached Petition to Withdraw Application from Issue. 

[ ] The fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(i)(l ) is paid as set forth in paragraph 1 0 below. 

9. [ ] I hereby certify: 

[ ] that each item of information contained in the items listed on the enclosed copy of 
Form PTO-1449 was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of 
this Information Disclosure Statement. A copy of such communication is 
enclosed. 

[ ] that no item of information contained or listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO- 
1449 was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application and, to the knowledge of the undersigned after making 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

10. [ ] Please accept payment of the fees due as indicated below: 

[ ] A check in the amount of $240.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee due under 37 
C.F.R. 1.17(p). 

[ ] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge $240.00 to Deposit Account No. 
50-0271 in payment of the fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p). A duplicate copy of 
this sheet is attached for such purpose 
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[ ] A check in the amount of $1 30.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee due under 37 
C.F.R. §1.17(i)(l). 

[ ] The Commissioner is authorized to charge $130.00 to Deposit Account No. 50- 
0271 in payment of the fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(l). A duplicate copy of 
this sheet is attached. 

1 1 . [X] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required for this Information Disclosure Statement, or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0271 . A copy of this authorization is attached. 

12. [ ] No fee is believed to be due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) for this Information Disclosure 
Statement since it is being filed concurrently with a Request for Continued Examination. 



Respectfully submitted, 



May tt*, 2001 
Date 




Agent for Applicants 
Registration No. 46,085 
mfincham@WalkerDigital.com 
Walker Digital Corporation 



Five High Ridge Park 
Stamford, CT 06905 
(203) 461-7041/phone 
(203) 461-7300 /fax 
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[ ] A check in the amount of $ 1 30.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee due under 37 
C.F.R. §1.17(i)(l). 

[ ] The Commissioner is authorized to charge $130.00 to Deposit Account No. 50- 
0271 in payment of the fee due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i)(l). A duplicate copy of 
this sheet is attached. 

11. [X] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required for this Information Disclosure Statement, or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0271. A copy of this authorization is attached. 

12. [ ] No fee is believed to be due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) for this Information Disclosure 
Statement since it is being filed concurrently with a Request for Continued Examination. 



Respectfully submitted, 



May I t*. 2001 
Date 




Agent for Applicants 
Registration No. 46,085 
mfincham@WalkerDigital.com 
Walker Digital Corporation 



Five High Ridge Park 
Stamford, CT 06905 
(203) 46 1-7041 /phone 
(203) 461-7300 /fax 
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Applicants ■ s^* 

WALKER et al. ffg»"S> 


Filing Date 

May It, 2001 


Group Art Unit 1-1 = 

Not Yet Assigned 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


REF 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB- 
CLASS 


FILING 
DATE IF 
APPROPRIAT 
E 




A 


Re. 25,600 


6/16/64 


Goldwater et al. 


178 


4 






B 


3,222,189 


12/07/65 


Perrozzi 


426 


113 






C 


3,573,747 


4/06/71 


Adams et al 


340 


172.5 






D 


4,030,632 


6/21/77 


Harashima 


221 


150 A 






E 


4,108,361 


08/22/78 


Krause 


235 


375 






F 


4,323,770 


4/06/82 


Dieulot et al. 


235 


375 






G 


4,494,197 


1/15/85 


Troy et al. 


364 


412 






H 


4,500,880 


2/19/85 


Gomersall et al. 


340 


825.35 






I 


4,669,730 


6/02/87 


Small 


273 


138 






J 


4,677,553 


6/30/87 


Roberts et al. 


364 


412 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




REF 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB- 
CLASS 


Translation 


Yes 


No 




K 


JP 57086974 A 


5/31/82 


Japan 












L 


EP 512413 


11/11/92 


Europe (Abstract) 












M 


JP 5242363 


9/21/93 


Japan (Abstract) 












N 


WO 97/35441 


9/25/97 


PCT (Abstract) 












0 


JP 09300730 A 


11/25/97 


Japan 










OTHER DOCUMENTS {Including author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etcl 


P "CAPE TOWN", Reuters Ltd. Reuters, November 8, 1979. 


EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED: 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



CV A X A TXTT70 

EXAM IN bK 
INITIAL 


REF 


IXXJUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 
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CLASS 
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CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF 
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Q 


4,689,742 


8/25/87 


Troy et al. 


364 


412 






R 


4,723,212 


2/02/88 


Mindrum et al. 


364 


401 






S 


4,760,247 


7/26/88 


Keane et al. 


235 


454 






T 


4,815,741 


3/28/89 


Small 


273 . 


138 A 






U 


4,825,045 


4/25/89 


Humble 


235 


383 






V 


4,839,507 


6/13/89 


May 


235 


381 






w 


4,854,590 


8/08/89 


Jolliffet al. 


273 


138 A 






X 


4,859,838 


8/22/89 


Okiharu 


235 


383 






Y 


4,882,473 


11/21/89 


Bergeron et al. 


235 


380 






z 


4,908,761 


3/13/90 


Tai 


364 


401 
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DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB- 
CLASS 


Translation 
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AA 


WO 97/46961 


12/11/97 


Europe 












BB 


WO 97/50064 


12/31/97 


PCT 











OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.l 



CC 



"Save the Mark", Financial Times, Section I, Men & Matters, February 1, 1983 at Pg. 12. 
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DATE CONSIDERED: 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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4,910,672 
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Offetal. 
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405 






EE 


4,922,522 


5/01/90 


Scanlon 


379 
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FF 


4,937,853 


6/26/90 


Brule et al. 


379 • 


96 






GG 


4,973,952 


11/27/90 


Malec et al. 


340 


825 






HH 


4,982,337 


1/01/91 


Burr et al. 


364 


479 






II 


4,993,714 


2/19/91 


Golightly 


273 


138 






JJ 


5,056,019 


10/08/91 


Schultz et al. 


364 


405 






KK 


5,119,295 


6/02/92 


Kapur 


364 


412 






LL 


5,128,862 


7/07/92 


Mueller 


364 , 


405 






MM 


5,132,914 


7/21/92 


Cahlander et al. 


364 


478 
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Translation 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etci 



NN 



Cook, Louise, "ConsumerWatch: Clip, Snip, Save", The Associated Press, March 12, 1984. 



OO 



Greene, Jan, "Farm bills please assns; National Grocers Association", Capital Cities Media Inc., 
Supermarket News, December 23, 1985 at Pg. 6, ISSN: 0039-5803. 



PP 



"POS spectrum: a lottery looks to POS for growth", UMI Inc.; Banking Information Source, 
POS News, January 1989, Vol.5, No. 7, at Pg. 8, ISSN: 0896-6230. 



QQ 



Kuttner, Robert, "Computers May Turn The World Into One Big Commodities Pit", Business 
Week, September 11, 1989, Economic Viewpoint Section, Number 3123 at Pg. 17. 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED: 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
anjjio^cojisjdej^d : _Include copy of this fornvwith next communication to applicant. 
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Cahlander et al. 
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478 






SS 


5,173,851 


12/22/92 


Offetal. 


364 


401 






TT 


5,177,342 


1/05/93 


Adams 


235 : 


379 






UU 


5,192,854 


3/09/93 


Counts 


235 


375 






W 


5,201,010 


4/06/93 


Deaton et al. 


382 


7 






WW 


5,216,595 


6/01/93 


Protheroe 


364 


412 






XX 


5,223,698 


6/29/93 


Kapur 


235 


375 






YY 


5,231,569 


7/27/93 


Myatt et al. 


364 


408 






ZZ 


5,239,165 


8/24/93 


Novak 


235 


375 






AAA 


5,243,515 


9/07/93 


Lee 


364 


401 
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5,245,533 


9/14/93 
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364 


401 
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DDD 



Schrage, Michael, "An Experiment In Economic Theory; Labs Testing Real Markets", Bergen 
Record Corp., The Record, November 26, 1989 Business Section at Pg. B01. 



EEE 



"Let's Play the Cash Register Receipts Lottery", The New York Times, December 25 1990, 
Section 1 at Pg. 30, Column 4, Editorial Desk. 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED: 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
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364 
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364 
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000 
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364 
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5,420,606 
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Del Rosso, Laura, "Marketel says it plans to launch air fare 'auction* in June; Marketel 
International Inc.", Travel Weekly, April 29, 1991, Vol. 50, No. 34 at Pg. 1, ISSN: 0041-2082. 
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DATE CONSIDERED: 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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"Philips offers customers financing through Citicorp; Philips Medical Systems North America, 
Citicorp North America Inc.", Health Industry Today, June 1991, Vol. 54, No. 6 at Pg. 4, ISSN: 
0745-4678. 
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EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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Pelline, Jeff, "Travelers Bidding On Airline Tickets SF firm offers chance for cut-rate fares", 
The San Francisco Chronicle, August 19, 1991, Section: News at Pg. A4. 
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Del Rosso, Laura, "Ticket-biding firm closes its doors; Marketel International; Brief Article", 
Travel Weekly, March 12, 1992, Vol. 51, No. 21 at Pg. 1, ISSN: 0041-2082. 
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"Coupons get serious; supermarkets use barcodes to prevent misredemptions", Chain Store 
Age Executive with Shopping Center Age, October, 1992, Vol. 68, No. 10, at Pg. 68, ISSN: 
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"Winn-Dixie/The Salvation Army Report Contributions For War Against Hunger", PR 
Newswire, June 10, 1993, Financial News Section. 
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Smith, Allison, "Survey of UK Consumer Credit and Asset Finance", The Financial Times, 
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